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FROM THE  IRON WORKS 

By 

Big Bill Shwarz, President 

Hi fellow members! This is just to get you up to speed.  #1 We are working on next years’ show 

already. As soon as everything show wise is done, we will let you all know exactly what’s 

going on!  #2 Being last months’ meeting was very soon after the show, I decided to make our 

informal get together celebration this month. It will have old and new fare which will be geared 

toward summer fare. hope you enjoy!  #3 I as well as department heads are very proud and 

impressed with the way you guys that worked got the show done! Well done! Extra thanks go to 

Danny, Mike, Marty, Patrick, and John for stepping up as leaders and for all the behind-the 

scenes things you do! GREAT GREAT JOB!  

Also on that note well done to Ed Minto for all these years of the best artwork, flyers and many 

other things he has done for us, AND DEVIN AND MARTY FOR TAKING CARE OF THE 

WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA!! One last thing. Joe has been treasurer with me all these 

years and has done a great,great job as well! With that said, this was Eric’s 1st time in the HOT 

SEAT with taking care of all moneys from show start to show finish! HE HANDLED IT LIKE 

A REAL PRO WITH NO PROBLEMS AT ALL! GREAT STUFF ERIC! WELL, THAT’S IT 

BCZ IM KEEPING IT SHORT! Enjoy life, be well and have fun and remember we are all 

NJIPMS!!                                                                         



             "BIG BILL DA PRES "  

 

MosquitoCon 33 was another successful show! Because of everyone’s dedication things went 

smoothly throughout the day.  As always, the quality of the models on the tables was 

outstanding and we had a fantastic vendor turnout as well.  

Everyone seemed to have great time! Thank you to everyone who helped in so many ways. 

Special thanks to the guys who donated trophy sponsorships and models for the raffle table, and 

also for helping out with the judging.  

The great judging turnout really helped with providing the results in a timely manner which is 

so critical to a smooth awards ceremony.  Thanks again to everyone for making it a memorable 

day! 

        Best Wishes, 

        Mike P. 

 

 

 

 



Here’s a build by Dr. Simon V. 

 

AN ITALIAN B17C!!! 

Those of you who saw my 1/72 B17C in Italian colors may have thought that I got a little nuts. 

Well, maybe I did, but there is a back story to this. 

The Boeing B17 was truly revolutionary when it first flew in 1935. It and the Soviet TB-7/PE-8 

were the only modern heavies of WWII that flew before the war started. The Italians were 

certainly aware of the B17, which in 1937 had made a demonstration flight locating and 

overflying the Italian liner “Rex” 610 miles out in the Atlantic . 

 

 

 



 

 

In 1938,the Regia Aeronáutica launched a program to procure a long range heavy bomber, and 

one of the options entertained was acquiring  either a license for or outright buying Boeing 

B17’s.This was not to be, because such an acquisition went against the principle of Italian 

“autarcía”, or self reliance.The Piaggio P.108 was developed instead, demonstrating the Italian 

aviation industry’s engineering talent but not addressing its insufficient production capacity. 

Seeing an illustration of  a B17B in Italian colors gave me an irresistible urge to build one, and I 

promptly got on EBay and acquired one of those 1990’s Academy B17C/D kits for $34. 

I haven’t always been impressed by Academy; for instance I prefer Airfix’s mid-60’s TBF to 

theirs. But  I really liked their early Fortress. Kind of like Goldilocks and the three bears, its 

detailing was just right for me -not too much, and not too little. Assembly was a breeze, with 

very little filling or filing at all. The clear parts had fine raised lines indicating the framing, and 

this was easily painted with a fine brush and no masks. The kit does have one glaring defect; the 

very prominent multiple leading edge air intakes were absent ,and these had to be tediously 

carved out by yours truly. 



 

Some modifications were made to make my B17 more “Italian”. A ventral gunner’s ‘ bathtub’ 

was carved from an old cockpit from the spares box. And twin airspeed probes “a là Piaggio 

P.108” were fashioned from sewing pins. Propeller blades were slightly reshaped to match 

Piaggio’s proprietary props, and small spinners added. As a sidebar I will mention that a 

number of Italian aircraft manufacturers also produced their own engines,propellers etc…and in 

so doing diluted the production potential of their industry which would have been better served 

by a more standardized range  of equipment. 

Interior color was a light grey-green, and I reshaped the crew seats to match those I saw in P108 

photos. And I put a big ship’s compass on top of the pilots’ instrument panel.  I used the kit’s 

M2 machine guns, not a stretch at all since the SAFAT-Breda 12.7mm MG’s were Browning 

derivatives; ditto for the Japanese. 

I entertained doing a mottle camouflage, but decided that I could not possibly match the 

beautiful and, probably, superfluous work done by those Italian airplane painters 85 years ago. 

Instead, I went for the simple classy dark green and light grey scheme seen on many Italian 

types. The prominent white fuselage band was simply masked and painted.  Decals were from 

various Cartograf sheets in my stash, unit markings and aircraft numbers being imaginary-but 

they sure look good. A coat of Tamiya’s clear semi-gloss finished off this fun project which 

took me five weeks from the time I ordered this kit to the time it was finished. This is pretty 

darn good for me-some of my projects have pushed 20 years to completion! 

Dr. Simon 

 

 



Editor’s Notes 

I’d like to thank the Registration Team for such exellent work at the table. Dave Dukin, Tom 

Nolls, Bill Connolley and Bill Joel were great! We missed Jimmy Lincoln!! Our system worked 

perfectly, and we managed to get all the modelers in before the deadline. I really enjoy getting 

to meet every single modeler! Having missed last years’ show due to illness, I thought having 

shoulder surgery three weeks prior would call me out this year as well.  Though it wasn’t easy, 

I’m glad I was there!  I love to help with the Awards, but needed to call it a day early. 

 

For those who might be interested don’t forget   WORLD WAR II WEEKEND at the 

Mid-Atlantic Air Museum in Reading PA, June 6-7-8! Always a great show! I think I’ve 

been to five or six! 

 

I did not include Mcon pictures because you can see them ALL on our web-site, thanks to 

Devin and Marty!  Also because I still cannot use a mouse with my right hand! LOL 

Looking forward to the party b/c I missed the last one with my shoulder-could not drive! 

 

                                    GOD BLESS and SAVE AMERICA! 

 

 

See y’all Friday! 

Bill Schroeter Editor 


