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FROM the IRON WORKS 

By 

BIG BILL SWARZ, PREZ 

                     HI ALL! hope all is well with you guys! Things have been a bit hectic around here 

but I still can print a few words. #1 The show is going well so far. All e-boarders involved are 

busy getting things done before show day. When that’s done then it’s time for you guys to do 

your part and you always do it great. No need for pep talks. Weve been doing this over 30 years 

so that’s that. Like I said before I’m changing some guys around to different jobs because of 

what happened last year. By the way Pat O'Conner is the pit boss at registration. He leads the 

team. The helpers see him for anything you need.  It needs to be manned for the morning so be 

ready if I call on you to help there or anywhere else. Thats about it. I just don't feel like typing 

anymore. All of you take care, be well and enjoy life because you never know!                                 

 

                                                                BB Pres NJIPMS' 

 

 

 

I felt terrible last year after falling ill the night before the show.  Unfortunately, my 

shoulder replacement surgery is March 11.  I may still be in a sling and unable to drive, so 



I’ll have to rely on Eric to get me there.  No problem working registration, b/c it’s my 

right shoulder being operated on, and I’m left handed.!!  Editor. 

 

 

By now everyone is looking forward to Spring….and of course MosquitoCon is only less 
than 2 months away.  At the meeting we’ll have the trophy sponsorship sheet, so if anyone 
is interested in  sponsoring any categories and/or special awards, please see Joe Smith at 
the meeting. You guys are always so generous in that regard and it’s very much 
appreciated.  Also, just a reminder  to perhaps start looking at your stash and evaluating 
which kits you’d like to donate to the MCon raffle table.  A kit that you may not be 
enthusiastic about anymore might very well make a raffle 

    winner’s day!  Thanks in advance! 
 
 

           Best Wishes, 
           Mike P. 

 

At MarauderCon this past summer, I purchased 20 raffle tickets, and hit on 8 of them. 

I have two very high-end kits for the raffle!  Editor 

 

Here’s a first time contribution from our favorite 1/72 builder who happens to be an MD!! 

 

 

Small, old, beautiful "Draken" (Airfix 1:72) 

by Antonio Merolli, MD 

 

Airfix manufactured a 1:72 kit of the Saab J-35D "Draken" in the 60s. As the more powerful 

and definitive J-35F came out soon after, Airfix boxed an upgrade providing a new canopy and 

new decals. This old kit captures very well the double-delta wing of the Mach 2 Swedish 

fighter. 



 

 

 

The panels, however, are in heavy relief and inaccurate; furthermore, the surface of the real 

aircraft was extremely smooth. So, I sanded off the "fantasy" panels to let the aerodynamic 

shape of the aircraft appear in its full respect of the area rule. 

 



 

 

There were details in the J-35F that differed from the J-35D. Airfix provided a new canopy that, 

however, still requires a reframing. Other differences were not addressed at all, and there is 

plenty of extra work for the modeler to do. The nose probe and tail pitot in the kit should be cut 

off and replaced by a steel rod (nose) and a plastic rod (tail) respectively. Painting a black 

micro-dot on the tip can render the hollow tube appearance. 

 

 

The J-35D had two wing cannons (still represented in the kit). In the J-35F, however, only the 

right wing cannon was present (arrow), so the notch of the left wing cannon must be filled with 

putty. 

 

All the under surfaces were in Neutral Grey but 2/3 of the under-fuselage was in natural metal. 

Airfix also provides a mock-up nose infrared sensor that can be seen in some photos before the 

real sensor became available. The piece in the kit is too small (as the mock-up actually was) and 



can be discarded. Since the early machines were often without the sensor, I did not scratch-built 

it or search in the spare bank and I kept the aerodynamic nose free and shining. 

 

 

I like very much the swedish roundels but they are often inaccurately reproduced in many kits. 

One of the most common mistake is a thinner and offset outer yellow ring. Correct color hues, 

also, are difficult to find. Yellow was a "lemon yellow" and not a kind of orange; blue was a 

"light blue" and not an ocean blue; the crowns started to have a black contour after the Saab 

Tunnan. A very old ESCI decal sheet from my decal bank  provided the most acceptable 

version. The outer yellow ring, however, was still too thin; so, I painted a yellow disc of the 

right diameter and then applied the ESCI decal. 

 

 

The kit has a signature box art with captivating yellow checkered strips. They were applied 

temporarily during manouvres in the summer of 1968. Unfortunately, I was not able to find if 

the camouflage was the old "transverse bands" type or the already new and definitive "green 

lizard" type (that I reporoduced in the model with Green FS 34079 and royal blue). So, I 

painfully renounced to the yellow checkers and opted for a sober "28" of the "13 Flygflottilj", 

enjoying the view of the large diameter wing roundels used in the 60s. 

 



 

Thanks Antonio for a nice article.  And CONGRATULATIONS for being one of the best 

builders in 2024, as voted by the members. 

Antonio built a model each month in2024, and here’s some photos to prove it. 

 

  



 

           Supreme Court Justice John DaSilva presents Dr. Merolli with his award. 

 

Our Librarian John Bucholz has some insight into AK’s Markers. 

AK markers and pencils 

 

     These items are great for saving you time and trouble when modeling.  

AK Markers- The product is sold in sets of three colors, usually with a common theme. For 

example, one set of three consists of German armor interior colors. The set in the picture has 

two German aircraft colors and one Japanese green color. The markers are fine point design and 

have acrylic paint inside (these colors are also available in the AK bottled paint line). You can 

see the way they can be used by the photo of the HE 219 on the box- the squiggly line camo 

was applied by marker saving a lot of brush time.  

AK pencils- This product comes in sets of five and are water based colors used mostly for 

weathering. The pictured chipping set has basic colors used to show chipping efects on wood 

and metal. After application you can use a damp brush to blend and fade the marks to get the 

desired effect. You can also use some odorless thinner to really thin out the marks but be careful 

not to rub through your undercoat (use a clear flat spray to seal the surface before weathering).  



Both products will save you time and will also produce effects that you might not be able to 

obtain with oil paint or powders. 

Happy modeling  JohnB.    

I bought the set of weathering pencils and they are a nice tool.  Also 

CONGRATULATIONS to John on his selection as BUILDER of the YEAR in 2024!! As 

voted by the members!! 

 

Our favorite DR. Dr. Simon has another contribution for us. 

MODEL SHOPPING AT THE FIVE-AND-DIME 

When I first came to the States in the late spring of 1964 we lived in Princeton which was, then 

, a small town with an university  and not the endless spread of overpriced suburbia which it has 

become . 

At the Shopping Center there were two stores adjacent to each other : Kresge’s and Sun Ray 

Drugs . Each of them had a small lunch counter , and each had a small modeling section . 

Coming from Europe, I’d been used to Airfix and Heller , but here  it was mostly Aurora, 

Revell, Monogram and for those on a budget like me , UPC , the mighty Universal Powermaster  

Corporation . The , hum, less-young among you probably remember those kits , usually sourced 

from  various Japanese makers but attractively packed in boxes « lithographed in the USA «   

with paintings by the gifted artist  A. Scott Eidson .  

Buying one of these UPC kits was kind of like Forrest Gump’s box of chocolates : you never 

knew what you were going to get . The selection went from the really good , such as early 

Hasegawa like the MiG 21F , the impressive H8K Emily ( never mind the watermelon-sized 

rivets ) , the  Otaki 1/48 Mark IX Spitifire ( blatantly but well lifted from Monogram ) or the 

Marusan Ki-46 and Dinah . On the lower end of the spectrum, you had Aoshima kits.  



For reasons I can’t quite explain to myself , I recently got the urge to revisit some of these 60´s 

goodies . Aoshima kits are still quite easy to find , and usually very inexpensive .  Acting on 

impulse, I got hold of a pair of Aoshima 1/72  Brewster Buffaloes and decided to build them in 

parallel, kind of  a «  double your pleasure , double your fun « deal !  

The Brewster F2F Buffalo will forever remain a contradictory  airplane through and through . 

For starters , the Brewster Corporation which had its origins building horse carriages in the 

XIXth Century  was, by the 1920’s when it ventured into aviation, the very image of a 

dysfunctional organization .  Production was divided between  Long Island City , Newark and  

Warminster TWP , Bucks County , PA , with assemblies being shuttled back and forth between  

three separate plants . Then there were quality control issues, and also corruption issues . For 

instance, some F2F’s bought by the British had second-hand engines that had  priory been 

installed on Douglas DC-3´s.  

The Buffalo’s combat record is equally uneven  . After a fast start and initially better 

performance than the competing Grumman F4F , it rapidly ran out of favor both with the US 

Navy and the British . And then, it went on to Finnish Service where , lightened without naval 

equipment , it went on to be extremely successful . Some authorities consider that the two US -

built fighters with the best kill-to-loss  ratios were the F2F in Finnish service and the Bell P39 

in Soviet Service . Interestingly , both of these fighters had their CG fine-tuned with equipment 

redistribution by their new owners , with marked improvement in their flight handling .  

The Aoshima F2F is molded in a hard plastic typical of Japanese kits of that vintage . Part count 

is low , but provision is made for moving ailerons and flaps as well as retractable landing gear .  

This is, I believe, Aoshima’s 10 th 1/72nd kit , and there is a definite improvement in quality 

compared to their earlier output . There are no huge rivets, just restrained fine raised panel lines 

.  Interior detail is entirely missing . The cowling , engine and air intake are all adequately 

molded in one solid piece .  Assembly  caused no particular problems , just some nick-and-tuck 

. I added aftermarket seats with molded-on seatbelts,   and joysticks , reflector gunsights , 

headrests and turnover pylons  from plastic scrap . Old Testor’s Nakajima interior green was 

used to good effect . It should be noted that some British F2F’s had reflector gunsights, whereas 

others from the  never-delivered Belgian order just had ring-and-bead  setups . 

The kit-supplied wheels are very toy-like, so  I substituted them with after-market resin F4F 

wheels . The kit-provided antennas looked as though they’d last about twenty seconds before 

breaking,so I replaced them with sewing pins .  



 

Cockpits come in three parts , with a sliding center section . I wouldn’t describe them as great , 

but after sanding and a dip in “Future”, they’re certainly good enough for a glutton for 

punishment like me .  The characteristic framing is very difficult to paint, so I cheated and used  

fine black line decal for some of its elements .  

Both my Buffaloes were primed with Mr Surfacer . Then , one was pointed RAF dark green, 

RAF earth  and RAF sky , as used in Crete  by the Royal Navy .  The second one was painted in 

JAAF colors ;  a significant number of F2F’s  were captured by the Japanese  from the British 

and the Dutch , and used for, at least, training . It is also thought that they may have flown some 

F2F’s and P40’s  as interceptors against  Allied bombers  in Southeast Asia.  

For the British Buffalo I used the fifty-some year old kit decals with the exception of the topside 

roundels : they worked like a charm ! 

 



 

For the Japanese Buffalo, I used aftermarket hinomaru’s from an old Japanese aftermarket set .  

I also used solid yellow and white decal sheet for the fuselage and wing leading-edge bands. 

I’m actually pretty happy with the way this pair of  kits turned out.  I could point out more 

minor inaccuracies or minor screwups than you can shake a stick at , yet the sit and the lines of 

these little 29 cent wonders  are actually quite convincing .   Did building two of the same kit in 

parallel  save me any time ? Not a whole lot !  In conclusion , why did I use up my time 

building not one but two examples of this elderly  kit  ? To quote  mountain-climbing  George 

Leigh Mallory , “ because it’s there “ !  

Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and a Happy and Healthy New Year to you and your 

families ! 

As you can tell, Simon sent this for the December NL, but due to my shoulder injury, I had 

to do a very short NL.  Ed. 

 



The WILDCATS WERE OUT IN FORCE IN JANUARY!! WHAT A GREAT TURNOUT 

FOR THE CLUB BUILD!!! 

Therefore, here is a clowder of Wildcats!! (That’s the real term!!!) 

 

                               Matt Giordano went one better with an F-64 Hellcat 

 

 

                                  Patrick O’Connor’s F4F looks great! 



 

 

                           Vince D’allessi went with the more Grey-Blue for his F4F 

  

 

 

Steve Zajak’s F4F was I believe the first one finished. 



 

 

Eric Schroeter went with the Atlantic scheme. 

 

Dan Spera went with the late-war Deep Sea Blue markings. 

 



  

 

Joe Smith went with the pre-Midway markings. 

 

Dave DeNardo went post-Midway, and added pilots, which is a newer Tamiya kit. 



  

 

Tibby Kirayl also went with an early war scheme. 

 

 

THE WINNER-Eric Schroeter’s Atlantic scheme Wildcat!! 

 



Here’ some other kits that were on display. 

 

Unfortunately no tag went with this Suzuki. 

  

 

Bill Connolley showed this F15-A 

 



 

Dr. Simon brought in a CASA 295 HEIC 

 

 

Jerry Huhson’s B-25 J looks familiar…. 

 



 

 

Antonio Merolli had a busy month including this Mist. Raiden 

 

 

Dave DeNardo also brought in a JS-2 in Czhech markings. 

 



 

 

Martin Orlando’s Stormcaster is cool!   

That’s it. Meeting Friday! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


