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FROM THE IRON WORKS 

By 

Big Bill Schwarz, President 

 

                Hi all. just a few things and I’m done for this month. Due to medical issues I missed 

both shows and the meeting! I'm sorry but at this point it is what it is! Don't ask me anything 

either, I'd appreciate the privacy.  #1. Due to a few guys not quite finished, the Wildcat build is 

postponed a month. I’d ideally like to see them all finished as a group and to be shown at the next 

MCON!  #2 Funtime is done now. THE SHOW MARCHES ON! Now we focus on the show and 

all that happens behind the scenes.  I already had several emails for vendors and participants so 

it will probably be another good show!  Just so you know ahead of time, there are several changes 

of staff for certain jobs at MCON this upcoming show. We will tell you as we get closer to show 

time our requirements. Nothing major! Just better use of guys at certain needed jobs which were 

overlooked last show! Thats it for this month. See y’all at the meeting Friday and BRING YOUR 

DUES! IT’S A SMALL PRICE TO PAY FOR WHT YOU GET IN RETURN! THANK YOU! 

                                                                 BB PRES NJIPMS 

 

 



 

Unfortunately I wasn’t able to attend the most recent model shows within our area.  Based on the 

photos that Martin shared, the MarauderCon show looked like it was another nice event.  Those 

guys always put on a nice show with good model and vendor turnouts.  I almost made it to the 

Poughkeepsie show, but last minute schedule changes prevented that.  It happens.  But before we 

know it MosquitoCon will be upon us and the start of the ’25 model show season.   

 I wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

         Best Wishes, 

         Mike P. 

 

 

 

Hello everyone! I won't be able to make the November meeting. Strawberry and I have bought a 

house and there's a lot of work to be done so we can move in ASAP. The wallpaper has the color 

and stench of 80 years of cigarette smoke. The flooring has the oh so familiar odor of cat urine. 

What a pleasant situation! The good news is, I'll finally have a room dedicated to model 

building and I plan to erect some type of cabinetry which will allow me to display 1/200 scale 

ships. 



 

 

 



 

The future model room 

 

Would someone else be able to run the monthly contest and provide me with the ballot count? I 

will definitely be at the December meeting, life is just too hectic at the moment! 

Many thanks, 

Jon 

Congratulations to the new HOMEOWNERS!!!   It looks great!  I had a room that the 

previous owners kept their dogs in during the day…so soaked with everything doggish 

that the whole floor and molding had to be replaced.  Good Luck!   Editor 

 

Here’s more on Figure Modeling by John Bucholz! 

Go Figure- 

     Not all people are six foot one/one hundred and ninety-five pounds, except most of the 

figures you get in most model kits. Even many resin figures are mostly the same height and 

weight. As we all know, there are many different body styles including different weights and 

heights. The easiest way to change your figures height is the "slice and dice" method. If your 

figure is cast in two parts your work is already started. If it is one piece, simply cut in half at the 

belt line. (Picture 1). 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The next step is to hollow out the upper torso (which also lets you thin down the jacket or coat). 

I use a drill to outline the area to be removed and then a sharp chisel to remove the excess 

plastic or resin (Picture 2). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Once you remove enough materiel from the torso, I like to use wire to ensure a good join with 

whatever glue you use to join both halves. The wire also lets you adjust the position of the torso 

to the legs for a better figure pose (Figure 3) 

 

. Once you have the proper height and position, I use Apoxy Sculpt to fill in any openings on 

the torso.  

Happy Modeling John B. 

Great tips John!!  Thanks! 

Editor’s Report from MARAUDERCON 

 

 My son Eric and I drove down to Maryland for MarauderCon!  This show holds a lot of 

meaning for us, because that was where we would see Ralph Forehand, with whom we’d 

become good friends.  The last time we saw Ralph was at the MarauderCon before the 

Pandemic.  I could not drive well with my wrecked shoulder and elbow, so I really appreciated 

Eric driving. 

 The show had good attendance, and some fine kits on the tables.  They also had a really 

cool new raffle system which I’ll explain at the meeting.  I bought 20 raffle tickets for $20-and 

hit on 8 of them!!  Incredible luck!  I checked prices on-line, and I won almost $500 worth of 

kits.  Two of them are kits valued over $150 each. Those will be donated for Mcon Raffle!!! 

 Of our club members present, Dave Denardo, Martin Quinn, Patrick O’Connor each 

earned an award or two.   Well Done! 

 

 



I was not able to attend the last meeting, for reasons mentioned above.  It was Russia Night 

sponsored as always by Dr.  Simon Vichnivetsky-who also could not be there!  Bill Joel sent me 

some pictures and here they are. 

 

 

                           I’m sorry but I don’t know whose these are. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Big shout out to Bill Joel or the pictures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Excellent builds all!!    

Sorry about the empty spaces, but working one-handed is difficult!! 

See everyone Friday. 

Bill Schroeter, Editor 


