
              

 

September, 2024                                                                      Vol.XXX Iss.ix 

FROM THE IRON WORKS 

By 

Big Bill Schwarz, President 

Hi all! Absolutely nothing new going on on my side as of this moment! Danny is 

getting better and will be at the meeting! GREAT STUFF!   Anyway besides that 

the twice postponed summer party will be going on! Everything is already taken 

care of Just bring appetites, and work in progress's etc, etc, etc, and Enjoy!  Just 

remember one thing, let everyone eat before you eat seconds and no doggie bags 

unless I’ve given the word. Thats it for now. Be well, see y’all Friday. 

Serving should tart around 7! 

 Be well and enjoy Life! BB             

I’m sure we are all looking forward to the feast!!!! 

 

 



 

       It’s hard to believe that we’re already at the September meeting - summer 

always seems to fly by way too fast.  This time of year there are quite a few model 

shows as well as classic car shows. Labor Day weekend found me at 2 car shows 

that always have great turnouts - the Lead East show in Parsippany and the Dead 

Man’s Curve show, now held in Somerset.  At that show they actually had a model 

car kit make-and-take for kids and adults which I thought was very cool.  Hopefully 

it got some new folks interested in the hobby. 

 Some fairly local model shows that are coming up are: PennCon (the day after our 

club meeting), ArmorCon in October, and MarauderCon later in October.  I’m 

hoping that I can attend at least one of those! 

 

      See you at the meeting! 

      Best Wishes, 

      Mike P. 

 

 



      

               

 

Most Judges are off the last week in August and the first few weeks of September.  

This allows them to de-stress from their challenging task of judging the kits and 

models.  

 

Now an interesting piece from our Librarian, John Bucholz. 

GO FIGURE- 

     Adding delicate details- If you decided to modify a figure to suit the setting of 

your model, you may find that you have to remove some very delicate detail to get 

the pose you need. In the picture you can see that arms and legs have been modified 

or scratch built on the figures. The details on the pockets and shoulders needed to be 

added (they are WWI figures modified from WWII troops). While I could have 

attempted to sculpt the details a much simpler way is to just tape them on. The 

thickness of the cloth on the uniforms is very hard to duplicate with putty, but is just 

about in proper scale using Tamiya masking tape. The pockets and shoulder pads 

were cut from tape and stuck onto the figures. I seal the tape with a light coat of 

cryo glue and then prime over the whole figure with Tamiya gray primer. I also used 

tape to simulate the seated figures leggings. When primed and painted the tape 

additions are in proper scale and you can adjust them to fit the pose you have 

selected for your figure without a lot of sculpting and filing. 

 Happy Modeling  John B. 

 

Picture below. Ed. 

 



 

Modifying figures seems like a great thing, which I’ve done a bit.  When my 

son Eric was a kid, he loved putting together and painting Tamiya and Dragon 

1/35 figure sets.  He must have done hundreds!!  When he (Finally!!) lol. 

Moved out on his own, he decided the figures weren’t wanted. So I inherited 

hundreds of figures and gear sets, which I went through and sorted into boxes 

and bags.  They are great to take apart and mix and match!  Ed. 

 

And now a piece from our favorite MAD SCIENTIST, Dr. Simon Vichnivetsky 

 

ANSWER MODELS EADS/CASA C295 

I got to do some plane watching when I spent twelve hours in the very nice 

Warsaw-Chopin airport three months ago. I would have enjoyed it even  more if it 

hadn’t been just after a fifteen hour bus ride from the Ukraine! 

A newish Polish  Air Force  C 295 was parked not  a  hundred yards from where I 

was  sitting; after about two hours it got under way. 

When I got back to the States, I promptly made a search to see if anyone produced a 

model of this rather attractive tactical  transport , and found out that «  Answer 



Models «  from Poland  were about to release one. I promptly placed my order, 

which came out to a very reasonable just under $70, shipping included. 

And about a month later, it was on my front porch. 

The good quality box it came in had a beautiful rendering of a Polish C 295.In  

truth,it  should also have said « short-run/ for experienced modelers only «.Country 

of origin was stated as « Poland », but I have some doubts about that when it comes 

to the plastic. 

 

Upon opening the classy-looking box, larger plastic parts showed fine surface 

detail, and there were loads of small and tiny parts. The overall style reminded me 

of A model and Eastern Express kits from Russia, and I have now read that these «  

Answer «  kits are packaged in Poland, but actually made a little further East, 

possibly in Russia or the Ukraine.  Either of these countries can and does produce 

truly fine models, but “fine “ is not how I’d describe this C295. As a matter of fact, 

I ‘d describe it as one of the crappier kits I’ve ever built! 

For a starter, the plastic is soft, but doesn’t either cut or sand easily . Ditto for 

bonding. You know the type - probably more polyethylene than polystyrene! 



And take a look at all that nice surface detail and tiny parts, since most of it will be 

gone by the time this kit is put together. 

Instructions look really nice, but are actually often vague as to parts placement.  

Construction begins with the cockpit, and it actually isn’t that well furnished, which 

is too bad because it will be very visible through the large and overly thin 

transparencies. The  5-piece pilot seats looked overly small and were essentially  

unbuildable, so I whipped some up from scrap. A tiny photoetch sheet from the 

Land of Midgets provides seat belts, but I  made mine from strips of newsprint. The 

very nice decal sheet from Techmod has dozens of minute maintenance markings. 

 A decal for the pilots’ instrument panel would have been nicer …. 

The fuselage with its landing gear sponsons and various bulkheads was truly a 

handful, with multiple pieces and boatloads of poor fits. I’d like to think that I’m 

pretty good at assembly with 65 years ‘ experience, but this one really stretched the 

envelope! It eventually came together but loads of “ body and fender work “ was 

required.  The flying surfaces and nacelles were a lot more decent,  but that’s 

coming up from a very low baseline.  Exhaust nozzles are not very realistic, 

especially for a kit like this with loads of pretense and unduly complex assemblies. 

All control surfaces are separate and mostly fit decently, which is nice. Vague 

instructions and parts labeling  made it difficult to properly install the multiple flap 

guides.  The six-blade propellers were not easy to clean up and are very fragile; I 

got onto the “ Shapeways “ website to see if they had any 3D printed replacements, 

but found out that that outfit had declared bankruptcy three days before. Ah well … 

The landing gear bays and the multi-part landing gear legs  were basically 

unbuildable, so I scratch built  bays, and used 1/72 metal Sukhoi  Su 34 legs. The 

wheels provided by “Answer “ were actually quite nice , and useable ! 

As I mentioned before , the cockpit transparencies are very clear , and also overly 

thin . They also come in three parts and poorly match with the uneven coaming and 

cabin roof, and blending them in with the fuselage was a real nail-biter .   

Once the airframe was assembled , it got a coat of Mister Surfacer and a final check 

for defects . The two - tone gray camouflage was done with my own mix of Testors 

Model  Master enamels . Lots of photos make Polish C295 look blueish , but I had a 

definite recollection of  the darker gray  having an olive cast . I mixed in some pre-

1939 Polish olive of my own device to RAF medium sea gray , and actually am 



very happy with the results . I tried to closely follow the camouflage pattern  given 

on the instructions ( and seen on photos ). Those ‘squiggles ‘ are not random at all  , 

and it’s interesting to see how they disrupt the outline of this aircraft in different 

ways when you look at it from different angles . 

After a spray of Testors Clear , I applied the kit- supplied  Techmod  decals . Two 

special markings including a large dragon are supplied , but I decided  to do a “ 

vanilla” paint job and not to use them.This turned out to be a fortunate decision , as 

those decals look great and don’t curl up or “silver”,but they hardly respond to 

softeners. I didn’t do all of the very comprehensive maintenance markings  . Once 

again , I wish they’d done a pilots’ instrument panel with its CRT’s instead . 

 

 

Wing leading edge deicing boots were represented with a combination of black 

decal stock and paint . 

I  scratch built the various airspeed  probes and antennas since the kit-supplied ones 

looked as though they’d fly off with a good sneeze .  The many cabin portholes 

were done with Kristal Klear.  And a final coat of Mister Kit  semi-gloss top coat 

was sprayed on. I actually am very happy with the results, but getting there 

shouldn’t have been so hard ! 

 



Now here’s what was on the tables in August-that didn’t MELT before the A/C 

was discovered to be on an and not cool! 

I also can’t find the model tags from August……..Mea Culpa.   But you know 

if it’s yours. 

 

 

                                   Gotta love the lighting at the KofC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                    Gotta be that Goldman Guy! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    This space for rent. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

                           That’s it.  Be eatin’ with you on Friday!!!!!!   


