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FROM THE IRON WORKS 

By 

Big Bill Schwarz, President 

Hi all that read this. Hope you are well and cool. I’ve been staying in more and without the heat 

and yard things I like to do, my leg is actually healed (skin wise) not the rest. But that’s a great 

thing! Only 2 things actually this month and both need to be said!   #1 THE BBQ IS ON! SO 

COME MEETING NIGHT! IM SURE YOU'LL LOVE IT! BROUGHT TO YOU AND 

SERVED BY THE "E" BOARD! THE BAR WILL BE OPEN TOO!  JUST REMEMBER 

ONE THING! BE COURTEOUS TO OTHER MEMBERS. GET SECONDS AFTER 

EVERYONE HAS EATEN! NO DOGGY BAGS EITHER UNLESS CLEARED BY ME! 

NUFF SAID !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

#2 Is the Wildcat build, most guys onboard are having fun and getting it done.  I have seen a 

few already and I can tell you there very good so far! Keep tuned in for updates and actual 

display date. It might change to accommodate a few guys! Thats it for me. I'll see y’all meeting 

night ready to eat! 

BE WELL, BE HAPPY, BE CIVIL TO ALL MEMBERS AND HAVE A GREAT SUMMER 

AN BEYOND ! BB PRES 

 



 

I’m looking forward to hearing about the IPMS Nationals from our guys that were there.  It 

looks like it was quite a show! I’ve included a special announcement about a great offer to 

renew (or start) your IPMS/USA membership. I’m definitely going to take advantage of it 

because it’s a nice discount.  See you all at the meeting BBQ! 

        Best Wishes, 

        Mike P. 

IPMS/USA 60th Anniversary Membership Special! 

Fellow IPMS/USA members, in celebration of the 60th anniversary of our great society we are 

offering a three-year Adult membership to any new or existing member for only $60.00! Three-

year Family memberships are only $65.00. This is a one-time offer in celebration of our 

Society’s many contributions to the scale modeling hobby. This offer is for all new and existing 

members on a one time only basis and will be available starting on the first day of the 2024 

National Convention (July 17,2024) until the day before the 2025 National Convention (August 

5, 2025). 

Three years for $60.00 is a $26.00 savings over the regular three-year price! If you have already 

renewed recently, don’t worry- you can still extend your Adult or Family membership for three 

more years for $60.00/$65.00. Instructions for this renewal special can be found here. This is a 

once per member offer. You can only renew at the reduced rate once, and it must be done 

between July 17, 2024, and August 5, 2025. 

Let your non-member modeling friends know about this special offer and help your Society 

grow! 

Thank you for your membership, and let’s see what the next 60 years bring! 

Phil Peterson, 

President  

IPMS/USA 



 

                                                       

Hello everyone 

I hope this issue finds you well. I'm happy to report that the Mets won the game I attended in 

lieu of last months’ meeting. I also had a chance to attend my first live NASCAR race at 

Pocono Speedway. I've never actually stayed in the Pocono's before, and was alarmed at how 

much there is to do there. A three-day weekend simply isn't enough to explore all the area has to 

offer, especially when one of the days is spent in 100° weather watching stock car racing. The 

cars of today don't seem as fast as they were in my youth. Long gone are the days of Dale 

Earnhardt, Terry LaBonte and Harry Gant. The new drivers just don't seem to have the 

personality those that raced in the 80's and 90's had. That being said, I do want to make it a 

point to visit all the local tracks at least once. That includes Watkins Glen, Dover & New 

Hampshire.  

I'd like to thank John Bucholz for administering the monthly contest in my stead. I'll announce 

all winners from June & July at this months’ meeting. I do hope that everyone partaking in the 

Wildcat build is progressing smoothly. I think I may be working on the most unusual color 

scheme, but I'm always impressed by what our members come up with. I'll leave you all with a 

"meme" I ran across lately that I find hysterical, especially since most people my age and 

younger simply won't get it. 

 



Here’s what was on the table in July. 

 

Dave Goldman built Lindbergs 1/24 Scale 1953 Ford.  ScaleFinish decals on the seats and 

a Resin 5.0 Coyote Engine were added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Jerry Hughson built a CRS’ 1/32 P-40  OOB 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Bill Joel put together this diorama based on Italeri’s 1/72 ME-321 D-1.  He added weights 

and replacement machine guns. 

 

 

 



 

John Bucholz showed a French Models 1/35 1915 Daimler truck. Half resin and half 

plastic, the two figures are watching a dog fight.(In the sky) 

 



 

Martin Orlando brought in 32mm Games Workshop Captain and three Terminator 

Custodians.  They look cool. 

 

 



 

Antonio Merolli built ESCI F-16C.  The landing gear was a casualty, so he put in a pilot 

and added the stand in 1/72 scale. 

 



Jerry Hughson again with a Rat Rod in 1/25 scale made from assorted parts he had lying 

around. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bill Connelly brought in a Special Hobby  F-84F in 1/72 scale.  It’s in company with F-86 o 

the same era, as per a Squadron of Century Service Fighter’s motto.   “Here we come and 

we don’t care how east it is for you to see us or we are invincible!” 

 

Now I’d like to tell you all about the IPMS National Convention in Madison, Wisconsin. 

We spent two days driving and arrived in Madison on Tuesday evening.  We stayed at the 

Clarion Suite, about a ten minute drive from the Convention Center. Luckily the hotel had a 

shuttle bus that was available every half hour to go to the site, or wherever, and would pick us 

up from the Convention, or dinner or wherever we were, up until 9:30 at night! 

A real shout out or Convention Chair Jeff Hearn and the Madison crew.  They held a 

tremendous show and the Center staff were just superb. 

I had made a commitment to volunteer at the show, and when I arrived at the Volunteer sign-in 

table, was very warmly greeted and, surprise, got a Volunteer T-shirt-which is the same as the 

Convention Tee but a different color. 



 

This is one of the two large display rooms that were used.  As you can tell from the empty 

spaces, this was on Wednesday, Day 1. 

I spent several hours each day in both rooms, where my job was to greet modelers as they arried 

with their builds to display.  Volunteers had a map of each room, so were quickly able to direct 

the traffic and set-up for each modeler.  I really enjoyed this, as I got to meet a ton of people, 

check out there builds and provide info on the Convention. 

I also worked Security at the raffle room a few times, which was pretty hectic.  If you were 

there when your number was called then you could choose your prize; not there? then you got 

what was assigned to your number.  Luckily I was there and got a 1/48 Arma-Hobby Hurricane 

Mk IIa.  The only problem I had the entire time was when a couple of guys tried to enter the 

raffle room with no credentials or wrist bands.   They got pretty indignant when I refused them 

entry, but after a few minutes they left. 

 



I also volunteered to judge aircraft.  The team I was on was great. We judged 1/72 Axis radial 

engine aircraft.  This was pretty easy, as the top three were obvious, and we agreed on that 

pretty quickly. 

Not so east was Big Jets category.  There were 29 entries, and everything looked great!  

Surprisingly, some modelers had two or three entries in the same category, which I don’t get.  

We really had to get very close to find the top three, but were still undecided as to which would 

win!  Close inspection showed a drop tank on one painted green, with Merry Christmas 

stenciled on it.  Bingo!   And very surprising was that there so many aircraft judges that we 

were finished at 9:00 PM! 

 

 

 

 

The banquet was a bit of a bust in my opinion.  It was held on the roof o the site, where it was 

pretty hot…but the people I was with were very nice.  We had to rush to get to the awards show, 

which was held down in the Lecture Hall.  Unfortunately for me, the intros and thank yous went 



on or an hour, and the awards had barely been started when I had to get the last shuttle back to 

the hotel at 9:30.  So I’m waiting for the Madison Bunch to put out the results. 

As to the vendors-excellent.  Squadron, Eduard….just about every company was there. I wasn’t 

in the market for anything, but picked up a 1/32 Tamiya F4U1A Corsair for my son Eric.  I did 

get myself a Tamiya 1/48 Mosquito, with the British Airfield truck as well.  I also won another 

raffle prize-a nice book about P-51’s in the ETO. 

I’ll put a few more pictures up. So you can see what it was like. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

That’s it on the Convention  Next year in Hampton Roads, Virginia!! 

BTW, Bill Joel has a spray booth, compressor and other equipment for sale.  He can give you 

more info at the meeting.  He did send me pictures but they’re locked and I can’t open them. 

And to John Bucholz-next month will contain your figure conversion contribution. 

 

See everybody Friday 

Bill Schroeter, Editor 


