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FROM THE IRON WORKS 

By 

Big Bill Schwarz, President 

 

 HI ALL. Hope summers going well. Not too much new on my end. I'm staying home so my leg 

doesn’t get infected in this awful hea ! To hot anymore! Climate is changing so beware and help 

mama earth if you can! With that said 2 things this month. #1  DUE TO EBOARD 

COMMITMENTS AND MEMBERSHIP VACATIONS THE ANNUAL PICNIC BBQ IS 

RESCHEDULED TO AUGUST !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! REMEMBER AUGUST MEETING NOT 

JULY!   I'M sorry but I want most members to be there and the e-board members do the bulk of 

the club work and are entitled to be there for a  share!  enough on that! 

 

2nd is the Wildcat build. It seems guys are enthused, well at least most are so I decided to throw 

in a little perk. At the meeting there will be 3d printed seat belt sets for all in the build, as well 

as new decal sheets with choices for you. The big decal sheets from Fundekals (WITH A” K), It 

has many options and markings.  Builders must go to Fundekals website and download the 

instructions. Scissors will be available to cut your option out. They’re separated with all you 

need, you will see. If any data is missing it’s on you. The second sheet is a multi-plane decal 

sheet from Techmod. There’s 6 choices on the sheet but realistically 4 can be one! if you have 

decals that’s good, if not you do now, "better" remember take enough for 1 plane. 

OH A 3RD PERK, ALL BUILDERS WILL BE GETTING KABUKI MASK SETS AS WELL. 

The WILDCAT SETS ARE GETTING SCARCE BUT STILL FINDABLE BUT THERE ARE 

MASK SETS FOR THE NEW  :"WILDCAT FM1" WHICH USES HE SAME CANOPY!  



And Techmod decals are very very nice! You have to float them with soapy water bccause they 

stick fast! Nothing you guys can not overcome! 

 

Thats it folks. REMEMBER THE "BBQ/PICNIC IS AUGUST NOT JULY !!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  AUGUST NOT JULY , AUGUST NOT JULY !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

                                                                                

BE WELL, STAY COOL , ENJOY LIFE BCZ "YOU NEVER FREAKING KNOW BOYZ !~ 

YOU NEVER FREAKING KNOW  !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  BB PRES 

Thanks Bill.  The extras for the Wildcat sound awesome!!! Ed. 

 

 

I won’t be able to join in the club BBQ festivities at the meeting.  I know that everyone will 

have a great time gobbling up all the grilled goodies!  Happy July 4th to everyone, and enjoy 

the beautiful summer days ahead! 

Hope to join you all at the August meeting. 

 

         Best Wishes, 

         Mike P. 

 

 

Guess Mike is one of the vacationers!!! 

 

 

 



  

 

                                                        

Hi everybody, 

 

I won't be table to make the meeting next week. Strawberry bought us Mets tickets (they'll 

probably lose). Could someone else please collect the ballots for the contest? 

 

Enjoy the Game!!!!   Gotta’ love short contributions! 

 

Dr. Simon has a build article for us! 

WORKING THROUGH MY STASH THE HARD WAY 

Most of you, I’m sure, will agree that we have more kits stashed away than we can ever hope to 

finish. But that doesn’t mean that we’re not trying!  Personally, I have a two-step system: first I 

get the urge to build a particular type of plane, and more often than not, I can find it in my 

basement. Typically, I build the basic airframe, fill cracks and prime it to my satisfaction. A lot 

of that work can be done watching something on my tablet. Then, my interest drops, and that 

airframe sits around for a while until the spirit moves me to finish it; this can take months, or 

sometimes, years. 



 

 

Case in hand - this 1962 vintage Airfix Heinkel He111 H. I can’t remember when I did the basic 

build, but it’s been years. It was an early release from the looks of the paperwork inside the box,  

and the pale blue plastic had turned a greenish color; I’ve seen this with other early Airfix kits. 

But the plastic quality is fine. 

Assembling the basic airframe was simplicity itself, and even though it has the obligatory 

moveable control surfaces, it captures well the attractive lines of this bomber.  Surface details 

are mostly fine raised line, actually pretty acceptable and preferable to the rivet madness that 

took hold of Airfix in the late 60’s and early 70’s. Landing flaps are represented by neat 

engraved lines. The only problem area of this build was the underside of the wing central 

section and fuselage. Putty and sanding were definitely in order there when I put the airframe 

together. 

I did notice that when this kit was created just 17 years after VE Day, that the Airfix guys 

probably had a look at the  Heinkel He 111 H22 that had been surreptitiously flown to England  

by an American pilot,  and is now exhibited at the RAF Museum. It has a dorsal turret only seen 

on late models, and a modified ventral gun position optimized for dropping paratroopers. 

Having decided to  finish off this project, I  began by giving it a good rinse to clean away a few 

years dust.  The very visible cockpit was detailed with various items from my spares box.  My 

major deviation from a straight OOB build was using the clear cockpit parts from one of 



Italeri’s very nice 1970’s Heinkel 111 kits. It fit the Airfix fuselage quite well, but I probably 

would also have been OK with Airfix’s original “ split in the middle” pilot’s cabin transparency.  

Aftermarket resin wheels were used along with the original landing gear legs. A large pin was 

used to replace the kit’s plastic airspeed probe.   The rear under-fuselage “ towel rack” antenna 

supplied in plastic by Airfix was replaced by brass wire. Other small parts such as guns, bombs 

and antennae were all stock. 

 

A late model “ Peilgerate “ flush  DF antenna was  created by drilling a round hole in the 

fuselage roof behind the cockpit, and inserting a small turbine front in it. After finishing 

painting this kit I dropped a drop of epoxy glue in that hole to good effect. 

I did not plan on working overly hard on this kit, and it was brush- painted. I went for a late war 

“ Little Blitz “ type. I used Model Masters enamels, USMC Green on top and  Italian Blue-Gray 

on the underside. I know, I know - but remember: if it looks right, it probably is!  The lighter-

color gray blotches were Tamiya Acrilic RAF Medium Gray, in case you wondered. 

I used the ancient Airfix decals for some of the national insignia , and they worked like a charm. 

. I used a very attractive Authentic Decals sheet for the other makings. The first and second 

items I tried to use promptly broke into multiple fragments ; I sprayed the sheet with Testors 

Top Coat clear , and it was smooth sailing from then on . 

 



 

 

 

 

I like a semi-gloss top coat, and my new favorite is Mr Hobby semi-gloss top coat. It looks 

great, is water based and has very little smell. Also, it doesn’t cloud clear parts; Tamiya’s does. 

And you can’t find Testors Satin Cote any more. 

So there you go: one kit finished, quite a few to go …  It’s not going to win any prizes, but hey, 

I’m happy with it! Keep cool! 

 

Nice build!! 



Before I get to the builds from June, a note to John Bucholz…..the pictures of your figure 

article are fine, but no text.   Get it to me and I’ll include it next month.   Ed. 

 

Big Bill goes first with his Disney Nautilus in 1/220 scale.  3-D printed with LED wired lights.  

Painted with custom-mixed lacquers. The water is made rom foam clay and Sculpt-a-Mold. It’s 

rom Evans Designs Erector. 

 

 



 

Eric Schroeter brought in a Tamiya 1/72 IL-2m3 Shturmovik.  Eric added Eduard resin wheels, 

drilled out the exhaust and gun barrels, added brake lines, hydraulics, and rocket ignition wires, 

added gunsights and ammo belt, and flap actuators made from small wire. 

 



 

 

This F4U-7 in 1/72 by Matchbox is by Antonio Merolli. He claims it’s not very accurate, 

however he re-framed the canopy so it looks like the specific version developed for the French 

Navy-Aeronavale.  Antonio hand-painted the black and yellow striped of the Suez Crisis of 

1956.He used two kits to get the horizontal stabilizers correct.  A mix of 50+ years-old ESCI 

decals as well as more recent ones from Italeri and his decal bank. 

 

 



 

Bill Connolly built an Italeri Aer Machi AMX in 1/72 scale.  Built mostly OOB, it’s paired with 

a Zveda Machi M346 that Bill modiied with pieces from a Grand Models kit from Greece. 

 

 



 

John Bucholz scratch-built this Nebulon B Frigate in 1/1400 scale. Over a thousand parts were 

created to do this!!!!! 

 



 

Dave DeNardo has been on a real tear build-wise. This AFV Club M3A3 Stewart had tracks 

from AFC added. 

 



 

This a SONY 1/35 sale M-B.  The tag was not signed, but I can assume it’s by Bob Goldman. 

Who added wiring, and other bits and pieces. 

 

 

 



 

There was no tag for this Martin Quinn-built battleship, so I won’t try to guess. 

 

That’s it!  Enjoy the photos and hope to see many of you on Friday. 

Bill Schroeter, Editor 


