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"From The Iron Works" 

                                               by Big Bill Schwarz, President 

           Hi all! Hope the ridiculous hot summer went by quickly for all of you. I for one am  

           glad it's done. I am waiting for the cool so weather I can at least go outside,  and at least 

           not worry about a festering leg infection. Other than that all IΩve been doing is 

           completing started builds that for one reason or another got shelved.  After they are  

           finished,  I remember why  I started them in the first place.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Other than  

           that, nothing else is new on my end. ThereΩs a short build review of a car I just finished 

           further down in the newsletter too. 

                            

 

               Next up, I hope Mike O'Conner is doing well after his heart valve! Patrick tells me he is 

           ok but the heat is bothering him !!!!!!!!! Do well Mike, Hope to see you at the meeting.  

           On that note it's been nice to see new faces at the meeting! Keep on coming and enjoy our 



           wonderful hobby! There are some must see shows coming up too. Jersyfest,  which will be past 

           by the time you read this, HVMG in October which was very good the past couple of years, and 

           finally Maraudercon in November. I know some armor shows are coming up and I think Vin or Mike 

           will have more on that! 

                I think thatΩs  it for me this month. Hope to see you all next Friday, I hope you all are well and  

           hope you all had a great Holiday weekend.    

 

                                                         Regards/Big Bill 

From the Vice Presidentõs Desk 

      By Vince D'Alessio   

  September already! Eend of Summer can you believe it? Hope you all enjoyed Labor Day. I'm 

writing about another book,  

'B17s over Berlin Personal Stories from the 95th Bomber Group (H)" Edited by Ian Hawkins. 

     I bought this book over twenty  years ago in the Borders book store in the World Trade center. It was in my book case  

all this time; glad I finally got to read it, it was worth the wait. 

     B 17s Over Berlin: this is the story of the European Bomber war, told by the combatants themselves-and the 

sometimes bewildered English villagers who came to love "their Yanks". The book focuses on the 95th Bomber group 

(H), the first unit to strike Berlin in a day light raid, and winner of three Presidential Distinguished Unit citations.  It's vivid 

personal stories chronicle furious air combat, fiery crashes, terrifying captures, heart pounding escapes, and friendships 

forged for life. Caught up in this global war, the men of the legendary 95th found the courage to fly into waiting death 

and destruction on a scale never dreamed of before.  There are over one hundred little  stories about the group, like the 

first shuttle mission to Poltava Russia from England. They bombed the Germans in Poland that were fighting the 

Russians in that city. They flew on to Russia to refit and eventually fly to Italy and then back to England.  

      



     It also describes the disaster at Alconbury where a Fort blew up on the flight line igniting a full bomb load,  destroying 

several planes and killing almost thirty men and wounding dozens. It  describes in sickening detail the  finding of  

remains in trees, and scattered for hundreds of yards! But the mission was flown that day despite the carnage. A tough 

read but an excellent one! 

       October is dues month; all members have to renew their memberships for the best model club on the east coast. 

I have not heard any updates on Mike O'Conner or Marc Rocca, so please keep the prayers coming for their quick 

recoveries. 

Keep modeling and stay happy. 

VINCE 

From the Vice Presidentõs Desk 

By Joe Smith   

 Martin and I both attended the Nats held in Hot and Furnace- like Phoenix last month. 

     All though there were not as many finished models as the year before I enjoyed myself and Pima as well! If possible, 

try to go to Pima in cooler weather! 

Joe Smith 

 

 The Contactõs View 

By Mike Pavlo, VP  

                                                                    

                              If anyone doubts that this is an amazing time to be a modeler, just look at the 

latest kit and accessory releases.  This includes paints, supplies and tools.  When you think about how we all started, 

things have certainly come a long way.  Perhaps nowhere is this more evident than in our ability to research our subjects 

and in the exposure to new and exciting techniques.  Hard copy books and periodicals abound on just about any subject 

or genre imaginable. And is there anyone among us ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǘƻ Ǝŀƛƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΚΚ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ 

aware that mis-ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨbŜǘΣ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŀǎǎŜǘΦ  

 We all have our favorite sites that we visit regularly.  Mine include Hyperscale, Modeling Madness, Britmodeller, 

ƛaƻŘŜƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  L ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŀǿ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻŘŜƭƛƴƎ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ had much exposure to, but turned out to be 

extremely interesting: 



 

5ƻƻƎΩǎ aƻŘŜƭǎ ς Builds, reviews, techniques and funny rants 

The Modeling News ς As the name implies, describes new and upcoming modeling releases. 

Scalespot ς Builds and reviews 

Static Capital ς website of Chris Wauchop. Incredible builds! 

Scalemates ς Documents just about every kit/decal/etc ever made 

Scale Model Workshop ς Great videos from Paul Budzik on tools, techniques, etc. 

LΩƳ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ȅŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ  LŦ ȅƻǳ Ǝǳȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ 

some others that you enjoy visiting, please let us know! 

        Best Wishes, 

        Mike P. 

 

THE JUDGES TABLE  

           By Jon Da Silva  

 I'd just like to remind everyone that this month I will be sponsoring a Sci-Fi themed night. There 

will be two prizes. One for flying vehicles, and one for aquatic or land vehicles. All science fiction models are 

welcome whether they are of your own creation or something that exists in a book, program, or film. Other than 

that I hope everyone had an enjoyable summer. I work in the museum industry and I am glad I won't have to 

deal with as many tourists on a daily basis until next May. I might actually have free time to do something else, 

like build a model! 

 

All the best, 

Jon  

 

 

Next up is Big Billôs build of a Pontiac Firebird Pro Stock Car.   ïEd. 
 

 

 

 

 



"QUICK BUILD REVIEW" 

"MODEL KING/REVELL PONTIAC PRO STOCK/TOP SPORTSMAN 

DRAG CAR KIT      BY BIG BILL SCHWARZ 

                    HI All. This is just a bit on building this Monster! ItΩs the 90's vintage Pontiac Firebird 

                Pro Stock Car kit, Re-popped By Model King a few years back. I had been wanting to 

                build a newer Top Sportsman car so I picked this kit. I got it from our friend Dean, 

                at  Deans Hobby Stop. The kit is molded in white and has a lot of parts. I knew  

                from the get go I was going to build it body on, but you can clearly see the interior. 

                I opted for a basic engine because all you can see is the twin 4-barrel carbs through 

                the Comp Resin Snorkel. That was the only mod I made to the whole body, other than 

                 filling the entire noseclip to make it a one piece completely take-off version. 

 

                        I put DΩzus fastner decals where they would be used. In a word, the building of this kit just  

                plain SUCKED! I spent a lot of time removing mold seam lines, and making the chassis and 

                roll- cage presentable through the glass. All the windows were marred but look just ok 

                under a coat of future. Once the chassis and body were done, it was off to the paint shop.  

                The chassis and roll cage were sprayed with Tamiya aluminum and gunmetal,l and the rest picked 

                out is colors and shades to make it visually interesting. It had no shifter, so I scratch  

                built one from sprue and strip stock. I used a set of NASCAR belts from the spares box 

                and- oh yes!  The other aftermarket part I forgot, a roll cage window guard from Photocut.  



               

      I  decorated it with decals and some dry brushing. It looks good. As far as paint, the body was  

                painted Dupli-color silver, then Tamiya TS-52 candy lime green.  It was then clear-coated with 

                Tamiya spray clear gloss. SLIXX DECALS AND LETTERING were used exclusively, then a few more 

                coats of clear, a light rub out and some silicone wax.  The result is acceptable.  The wheels 

                are Alclad chrome with Slixx tire stencils. The end result is a very good looking, NOT GREAT 

                but acceptble NHRA Top Sportsman Firebird. It was a laborious task building, and sucked but 

                I am happy with the result.  ItΩs good enough for me. Enjoy it at the meeting! 

 \  

                                             Big Bill Schwarz 

Now we have our TERRE-GRAM FOR SEPTEMBER.                

 

BUILDING LIKE A KID AGAIN! 

     Since September is Science Fiction night I decided to build the old Monogram Space Taxi, circa 1959. 

 I first built this model as a seven year old kid back in 1960 and seeing it again brought back great memories. These 

memories caused me to decide to build this kit as I would have back then, out of the box, with perhaps just a little bit 

more patience and skill. All paint was from a rattle can, kit decals were used and Testors tube glue held it all together. It 



would not however be flown into space with a bottle rocket, nor destroyed with a firecracker. 

     

             

 I started building on a rainy Saturday morning, which was perfect since this was when most of my childhood modeling 

was done. The only thing missing were my old friends. Imagine that, a bunch of kids sitting around  on a rainy Saturday 

building models! Boy, have things changed, and I don't think for the better. 

      The model was just two cabin halves with a grid like cage on the front and back and it went together in a few hours. 

By the way the fit of the parts was just extraordinary, with no flash at all and the way the parts were engineered 

precluded incorrect assembly. There was hardly any sanding needed along the join lines. The instructions were classic 

Monogram, with pictures of the actual model parts being assembled. 

 

  There was a floor in the cargo compartment with molded in cargo boxes. This was painted white with some Rub-N-Buff 

silver used to highlight the cargo netting. The cargo door had some structure molded into it and I started thinking how to 

carry this detail through to the rest of the compartment and then it hit me....I was suffering from AMS! ...the dreaded 


