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    The Iron Works  
By Bill Schwarz , President  

 

Hi All! Sorry I didn't write an NL article last 

month. Some of it was lazy and the rest was 

a lot of us were in Virginia Beach  having a 

blast. It was very good to see all of you who 

attended. The show was at a beautiful venue 

and was a decent show. I was a bit 

disappointed at the show turnout though. 

The Tidewater guys always put on a great 

show as they did here. If you can make one 

down there in the future, please do! Thatõs 

one of the reasons we have region 2 

conventions so we can all get together at on 

venue and enjoy our hobby! Anyway, well 

done Tidewater. Looking forward to doing it 

again ! 

 

Next up is ôskeetercon. It is on-track on my 

end and the contest end is well In -hand. I'm 

hoping for 100 tables again but we will see. 

With gas tax and tolls forever rising, I can 

honestly see why Joe Average can't or won't 

make the up to the PAL! MosquitoCon  26 

boys! Thatõs a long time we have been doing 

this and do it well you all do! Great Job!  

 

 Ok, Just a few more things then you can 

move on to Vin's contribution! #1 is I have 

gotten a sizeable amount of donations 

(modelwise) from various sources over the 

past several months . That coupled in with 

the leftovers from IHobby and this yearõs 

MosquitoCon we have a sizeable donation for 

the vet services we give to. I am going to ask 

the members if they can to contribute a few 

bucks for shipping costs. The club will pick 

up the rest . Any donation for this cause as 

you all know is greatly 

appreciated by the vets 

that have served and are 

in need now. Give from 

the heart!  

 

Second, Devin is still 

looking for a new NL 

editor. If one of you has 

the drive and the 

experience, PLEASE step 

up. Devin has done a 

great job and has given a 

lot of himself to make 

sure things are done 

right. See Devin if you are 

even a bit interested. If  

not, I will be eventually 

closing the website due to 

lack of participation! So if 

you can, step up as Devin 

and others have done. 

The club needs you! Great 

Job Devin! Bravo -Zulu to 

you! 

 

Finally: Reminder, 

Reminder, Reminder, 

Reminder!  

"PAAAAAAAAAAAAAY 

YOOOOOOOUR 

DUUUUUUUUUUUUU

UES"!!! If not, it's the 

deadbeat diary for you :)  

 

Thatõs it for now, Have a 

Next 

Meeting:  

Friday, 

November 

11th  

 

Upcoming 

Events:  

 

November  

Finish 

What 

Someone 

Else 

Started  

 

November 

19th  

Marauder -

Con. Harve 

de Grace, 

MD  

 

December 

Annual 

Christmas 

Party and 

Chrysler 

Night  

 

January  

Out of the 

Box Night  
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great day, and don't forget Maraudercon in 

Havre De Grace, Maryland, November 19th 

2016. 

 

~óBig Billó

 

 

From the Vice Presidentõs Desk 
By Vince D'Alessio  

 

Bill,  Vince and myself attended the Region 2 

show held in the Virginia Military Aviation 

Museum. While the amount of models was on  

the light side, the aircraft this Museum has 

is very nice!  

The W.W.  I airshow w as great also! If you 

ever get chance, I highly recommend the 

visit! Congrats to our  club members that 

took home awards in the contest ! 

 

~ Joe Smith  
    

From the Vice Presidentõs Desk 
By Vince D'Alessio  

 

My  fellow modelers , the November meeting 

is here and the Presidential el ection is only a 

few days away. P lease remember to vote.  

 

Winter will soon be here and model building 

should  shift into overdrive. I'm currently 

working on a Panzer  4 Ausf E, Dragon Kit,  

having completed the C and the D,  the E is 

an up armored version of the previous 

variants.  The E has the  same main gun same 

engine and same suspension. I'm thinking 

of painting it Ger man Gray. I'm also building 

a P-47 Bubble Top, the Tamiya kit. This 

buil d has been a very slow process because of 

all the detail on the fuselage ; I just  hope it's 

done by December. Also there are many 

various Submarines in different stages no 

completion dates on any of them.  

 

Also underway is  an Indy 500 car , 

Monogram kit numb er 9. Itõs really just in 

the planning stag e. I'm getting resin and 

photo-etch parts from American Racing 

Miniatures in Baltimore they are still 

working on suspension parts which should be 

ready in a couple of weeks. I  think this 

should keep me busy for a while. Can't w ait 

for Christmas and the  New Year, Yea right.  

 

Stay healthy and stay modeling.  

 

~Vince 

 

 

THE JUDGES TABLE  
By Jon Da Silva  

 

We find ourselves at the end of another year. 

I hope everyone had an enjoyable Halloween, 

however it was spent. One is never too old to 

dress up and go out to a party. Now as we 

look towards the Holiday season and the 

"winter build" time of the year, may y ou all 

finish those projects you just couldn't find 

the time or motivation to during the past 



 

 

4 

year. I hope to finish my HMS Tiger, Graf 

Spee and Saratoga before MosquitoCon. 

Realistically it'll only be the Tiger or Graf 

Spee, but one can dream. Speaking of  

models, don't forget that November is the 

group build kit swap night. Those that 

swapped kits should bring them in to be 

judged by Bruce Wilson. I am working on 

Art's Mosquito and it's actually not that bad! 

We have our custom Lindberg car group 

build com ing up, so make sure those are 

finished by the December meeting. We might 

actually need another table since December 

is model of the year as well. Some final 

thoughts. If you'd like to sponsor a night for 

next year, let me know. We have Out of the 

Box in J anuary, Nostalgia in March, and I 

believe I'll do Sci -Fi in September again. I'm 

fairly confident October will be Russian 

night and then MosquitoCon is the Cold 

War. Let's see what other creative themes we 

can come up with! Additionally, I know I 

may not b e the most seasoned model builder 

in the club, but I am curious if anyone is 

interested in a tutorial for how I do my water 

for ships? My method works at any scale and 

really does not involve much acrylic gel like 

many other methods do. If anyoneõs 

interes ted, I may do a write up for the 

December or January issue as I'll be creating 

a base for my Graf Spee.  

 

~Jon 

    

 
 

The Contactõs View 
By Mike Pavlo, VP  

 

A big thank you to Bill for setting up last 

monthõs end of summer party for meeting 

night.  The giant subs were terrific and all 

the food was great.  
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I was able to attend ArmorCon up in 

Danbury again this year.  Iõm always amazed 

at the workmanship on the armor pieces and 

dioramas that are on display.  Several 

entries really caught my attention and I 

went back to them over and over.  There was 

a good turnout of vendors also, with some 

interesting new products and hard to find 

kits and supplies.  I was looki ng for a 

particular hard to find kit and I found it on 

two different vendor tables, so that was a 

plus.  The same venue will play host to the 

2017 AMPS show, several weeks after 

MosquitoCon . 

 

I hope everyone is enjoying the cooler 

autumn weather, and  I  look forward to 

seeing everyone at the meeting.  

 

Best Wishes,  

 

~Mike  

 

Itõs a Peri What? 

Building the Westland Pterodactyl  
By Mike Terre  

 

 
 

 

 

Itõs a Peri what? 

 

  Glad you asked grasshopper. It's a 

Westland Pterodactyl, an early flying wing 

aircraft developed by Westland Aircraft of 

Great Britain.  First flying in 1926, it was 

the first in a long series of Pterodactyl 

aircraft, the last being a Pterodactyl V, a tw o 

seat fighter prototype whose first flight was 

in 1934.  
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 The aircraft maintained directional control 

through the use of wing tip "Tiperons" and 

mid wing split flaps. According to Derek 

James's book Westland Aircraft since 1915 

all of the Pterodactyl seri es of aircraft were 

robust and easy to fly. The British test pilot, 

Harald Penrose, was especially fond of them.  

 
  This is the Airframe 1/72 scale Vacuform 

kit of the Pterodactyl Mk.1a. I chose however 

to modify the model into the Mk.1c version 

as it had  a unique tandem landing gear. 

Please see the picture further in the article 

on all the landing gear configurations.  

 

  The Airframe kit dates from about 1974 

and was made by John Tarvin of British 

Columbia Canada. Airframe kits used male 

molds, meaning al l the detail was on the 

inside of the  vacuformed part. As such very 

thin plastic had to be used so that the detail 

on the male mold would be pushed out to the 

exterior of the molded part. This meant 

extreme care had to be taken when sanding 

and gluing the  kit parts.  

 

  I first started out by cutting the parts out of 

their carrier sheet, leaving a 1/16th inch 

excess around the individual parts. This 

excess is used as a guide when sanding to 

insure uniformity and evenness. This was 

extremely important due to  the thinness of 

the plastic.  In one of the pictures you can 

see how close I came to sanding through the 

mid wing area.  

 

 Once sanding was complete I began 

assembly of the airframe. I had to add some 

stiffeners to the wing to give it strength and 

proper shape. A basic interior was also added 

to the fuselage, sidewall structure being 

made from Evergreen strip stock. I also 

added some scrap plastic to the bottom of the 

fuselage in order to strengthen it for the 

attachment of the landing gear assembly.  

 

  I wanted to show the unusual "Tiperons" so 

these were cut from the wing, with new 

strakes fabricated. Small holes were drilled 

in the "Tiperons", through the strakes and 

into the wing so that thin copper wire could 

be used to attach them during final 

assembly. These parts were "handed" so they 

had to be marked accordingly, UL meaning 

Upper Left, LR meaning Lower Right, I 

think you get the picture.  

 

 The Mk.1c landing gear was constructed 

from Evergreen strip stock with the struts 

made from Contrail strut stock. The wheels 

came from the spares box. Special care had 

to be taken in attaching the landing gear to 

the exact center of the fuselage. If this 

measurement was off all the associated wing 


